Involving people and patients in health care, health policy and research -across the board
Welcome to all our readers for this bumper edition of Health Expectations. As regular readers will know, our journal 'promotes critical thinking and informed debate about all aspects of public participation in health care and health policy'. This issue covers a breadth of topics around involving people and patients in health care, in health policy and in research.
A number of papers in this issue focus on the illness: Eassey and colleagues report a qualitative study, with interviews conducted with people with severe asthma, recruited from primary and specialist care, and explored the role of patient autonomy in the experience of living with, and managing, their condition. The authors suggest that autonomy extends beyond information seeking and shared decision making. Another manuscript from Australia reports the co-production of a Dementia Support Kit, which aimed to provide understandable information for people with dementia, and their carers. Ferguson and colleagues report a qualitative study (again from Australia) in which interviews were conducted with men who had used the ambulance service for mental health, drug or alcohol problems. They highlight both positive and negative experiences reported by study participants and suggest the need for further training to enhance paramedics' communication.
However, the illness cannot be seen in isolation, and the important context of the consultation and the service must be considered. 
